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14th edition of SLOVAK PRESS PHOTO

In Bratislava, 1 July 2025 - After several days of evaluation, the international jury has selected the
winner of the Grand Prix of the 14th SLOVAK PRESS PHOTO, along with the winners of the
individual competition categories.

The international jury, composed of five members, reviewed the competition entries from 28 June to 1 July 2025 and
selected the winning photographs of the current edition. This year's jury consisted of Clément Saccomani — chairman
of the Jury, (FR), Tamas Révész — photographer, curator (HU), Roman Vondrous§ — photographer (CZ), Jindfich
Streit — photographer and educator (CZ), Alexander Chekmenev — photographer (UA), and Jana Hojstri¢ova —
photographer and educator (SR), who is also the guarantor of the project.

"A total of 205 photographers registered for the competition, marking the highest number since the competition
began," said Jana Garvoldtova, Director of the SLOVAK PRESS PHOTO competition, commenting on the number
of photographers and their entries. Photographers from the V4 countries and Ukraine also submitted their works to
the competition. We are proud that the high level of interest in this year’s competition reflects its growing importance.

This year, we have once again opened the Short Video category, which we see as an important medium for conveying
testimonies and stories through both image and sound.

For the first time, we also opened the OPEN CALL — Water for the V4 countries and Ukraine, and to our surprise,
89 photographers submitted entries, which we are very pleased and encouraged by. A jury composed of Clément
Saccomani, Magdalena Herrera, and Jana Hojstri¢ova will select 15 authors by the end of July to participate in
training, mentoring, and a workshop in September. The opening of their joint exhibition is scheduled for 19
September 2025. The exhibition will then travel throughout the Visegrad Four countries and Ukraine. OPEN CALL
— Water is made possible thanks to the financial support of the Visegrad Fund.

A large number of contestants addressed various social issues, environmental protection, the climate crisis, and the
war in Ukraine and its consequences in their photographic works. The jury also expressed great satisfaction with the
entries in the international categories.

The Grand Prix 2025 was awarded to the photograph titled LEV XIV, which is part of the series “Suddenly at
the Centre of It All”. The author is Tomas Barsvary.

Commenting on the winning photograph, the jury said:"We awarded the Grand Prix 2025 prize according to the
relevance and seriousness of the event the photograph depicts.”

"I came nearly a decade ago to accompany the late Stanley Greene to the opening of one of his last exhibitions, and
even then I was extremely and pleasantly impressed by this photographic scene, as talented as it was curious. Ten
years later, my enthusiasm is matched by a certainty about the quality, ambition and maturity of photography in
Eastern Europe and especially in Slovakia.

In our contemporary world, torn between fake news and the illusions of artificial intelligence, it is essential to support

and encourage the work of photographers, journalists and visual content creators. I am proud to have been able to
draw on their Vvisions, their questions and their constant interest in the world, our world.
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Slovak Press Photo is an exceptional platform that brings these stories into the light and invites the public to witness
and share them," said Clément Saccomani, hairman of the 2025 jury, about the competition.

The names of all finalists will be published by the competition organizer no later than one week before the award
ceremony, which will take place on 19 September 2025 at 17:00 in Bratislava. The works of all finalists and winners
of the individual competition categories will be exhibited at the subsequent exhibition in the public space of
Hviezdoslav Square in Bratislava from 19 September 2025 to 19 October 2025.

The jury evaluated individual photographs and photo series in nine competition categories. This year, there were five
international categories, including the reopened Short Video category. A special category is the Bratislava Grant,
which this year focuses on the theme "Inclusion in Education”. Each year, the jury also awards the Young Talent of
the Year prize. After the conclusion of the 14th SLOVAK PRESS PHOTO exhibition, the Visitor's Prize will also be
presented.

The 14th SLOVAK PRESS PHOTO is made possible with the financial support of the Bratislava City Foundation,
the authors' society LITA, the Bratislava—Staré Mesto district, and individual publishers.

The Slovak Press Photo Foundation will be moving to new premises at FrantiSkanske namestie as of 01 July 2025,

where we will continue to carry out educational, exhibition, and all other activities. We look forward to welcoming
you in our new space.
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